ClASSIFICAliUN 


Approved For F^ei^a^e i^b8?/yf^f'FF(ff^-kBp82-Ooi^R 

WF©RMi^.TI©i^ REFCRT cd no. 


25X1A 


CCiiNTRY Geraioay 


confidential 


SUBJECT' Convention of the GorEcm 

of Biophysics || 

PLACE 25X1 A 
ACQUIRED I 




DATEDtSTR 21 
NO. OF PAGES 3 


NO. OF ENCLS: 

CUSTED BELOW> 



DATE OF 25X1 A SUPPLEMENT TO 

INFO. REPORT NO. 25X1 X 


1«. The Germn Society of Biophysics held its third armmi convention since 

the end of hostilities in llosbach (US ^one) from the 25X1 C 

first two conventions took place in the same city on 1 •^‘antsary 1947 and 
Sastar 1948o The society was foimd^ in 1942 as the "Deutsche BiophyioMlische 
Gesellschaft" with Prof., Dr., Boris liajewsky as First Chairmaao After 1945s> 
the society continued to exist without perfonrdnc the foiml acts required 
for legalizing it^ During the Easter convention 194B, it was decided to 
re«found the society legally and fonaally, but the members of its board of 
chairmen failed to do so« It was therefore decided dtaring the convention 
from 19 to 23 October to remedy this situation in the shortest possible 
delay by securing Allied approval ^ if required^ and by complying with the 
formalities of the Gercjan law. The society in its present form has not 
changed its pre-1945 membership requirements s It includes members fror? all 
German zoneso 


2o There is, in addition to ti>o above-mentioned oociety^ a Gbttinger Gesellschaft 
fto Biophysik, headed by Professors Hans Kopfercjarm and H, L^lartius, The 
^ttingen society has a lairger variety in membership and objectives and is 
mainly engaged in organizing lectures on a wide variety of subjects, ilajewsky*s 
society, however, stresses a membership which is rather limited in numbers 
but well-defined as to its fields of interest. As Hajewsky remarked during 
the last convention, tho GBttingen society is considered to be a pool for all 
those biologists who do not fit in the sharply-defined frame of his society® 

The last convention was, in fact, moro of a working academic conference than 
a conventioni organizational matters were Imrdly touched^ 

3 ^ Prof, Dr, Boris Rajewsky, present rector of Frankfi?rt University and 

director of the Kaiser IVilhelm Institute for Biophysics in Frankfurt, lias 
kcspt his post as First Ghairiran of the society. Second Chairman is Dr., Hans 
Fidedrich-Freksa of the KVJ7 for Bio^'Cliemistry in Tibbingon and editor of the 
Zeitschrift fte HaturforscLung, Thbingen; Dr, Michael SchUn, Mosbach^ 
lecturer at Heidelberg University and head of the Osram Research Institute 
in Mosbach is treasurer. Other members of the board of chairmen are, a« Dr, 

ITuth of the rcajewsky Institutej b. Prof, Butenandt, Nobel Prize winner and 
Director of the KWI for Bio-Chemistry, T!ibingen| c. Prof, K® Rompe of the 
Soviet Zone Ministry for Education and Director of the Second Institute of 
Physics, Berlin., 

4.. 


[army 

^1 tfils document' is he eby reg aiccf lo 
CONFIDENTIAL in aocordance v/.*h tie 
ietter of 18 October 1978 from the 
Director of Central Intelligence io the 
Archivist of the United States. 
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Dijiring this yearns convention^ Prof, Kratky* of Grsz^ Austria, and Proi, Dessausr, 
formerly of Frankfurt j new in' Fribourg (Snit^ssrlanf.);; were present aa euests 
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from abroad. The Soviet Zone delegated the follo^Jing ][Xjrsonss Prof* H* 
llonape. Prof* Walter Fr3>edr:le/i^ Rector of Humboldt University ^ Berlin^ 

Prof* Friedrich M3gl:lchj, department head in the Acadeiry Institute in 
Barlin-Buchjj and Prof« Scbreiber^^ Director of the Institute for Radiation 
Ksseareh, Berlin, Among the estimated forty-five participants and in 
addition to the persons al7:eadj mentionecla the following iiell’>“knGwn pssrsons 
were also presents a* Prof,, donhoefferj, Director of tiie tta Planck 
Institute for Physico‘'-Chor?:d,stry;p G5tt:lngen| b. Prof* Georg LlelchervS of 
tb.o Instituto of Botany and the KWI for Biology , both in raMngeni d* i)r* 
HaM0erli.ngf, Director of tha liVI for Oceanic Biology, Wilhelmsb-iveni d* 

Prof* Kautsky, Director of tlie Institute for Silicate Chemistr^^ Hirburg* 

The convention dealt excliisii^ely with the topic of ^kStructTirc of Albimian”^, 

(a) Dr* Dameafoerg, of the TOJjingen KWI for Bio^'Chemistry, started the cenver.- 
tion with a survey about recent research in several countries, among then 
the USA, on Ultra-Violet Absorption of Albumen, dealing |:articulaxay 
Tilth tho absorption spectra of amilno-acids as a means of identification 

of albumen structure* 

(b) Dr* Schramm,, also of the TiAbiniv^ IC?irL, and like Dr* Dannenl^erg a 

Butenandt disciplo, fc'r r:u with n lecture on Virus Nucleo-Proteiues 
and e^janded on the tl ' • viri. ,1: apecios* There are , according hint^ 

Bsveral kinds of * : :• they ax^e of a great variety la 

dimensions with conti: * ; t;'.:‘a;:K;ii'i;lons to bacteria* Ho aliso desalt ^*?ith 

th© biological fiuictic.nr: ji virus, of nucleo-proteides* 

(c) Port of the convention was given over to short communicatiens of several 
Bcientists about their rt!ceat research# Dr* Isolde Hauser, departtnent 
head of the ¥mc Planck Institute for Imdlcal Research, Heidolbes^g, dealt 
with Hit^Theoretical Bosearch (sic) of some Photo-Chemicnl Reactiona, 
treating particularly phet^j-induced cistransitions of orgm^ic molecules* 

It is possible, she developed, to differ on tiata between transitiona 
caused by several quanta and those caused by one quantum only* Dr* 
Wallenfels, co-oporatcr of the Albumen Research Institute in Tutzirgand 
affiliated with the Boehi^ijiger firm in toinheim, reported cu Indication 
Methods for Andno«Acids# Dr* Dusrjiva, former assistant at the Institute 
for Zoology at Heidelberg University, now with Dr# fiJallenfels, dealt with 
Micro-'Biological Indieation Methods for Albumen, stressing particularly, 
in connection with reoont USil research, the chemical function of genes in 
yeast cells (neorospera). He repoi*ted that he has developed a kigbly 
aensitive micro-analysia p:x>oedur0 for the indication of apino'^acicls, per- 
rid tting, for essample, th€i vindication of one billionth gram of tryptrtjphane* 
Prof a Kmtky, of Graz, liloiigh not on the agenda of this part of the con^ 
veation.^ intervened with a lecture al)Out recent research carried out in 
bis institute, concomirg Additional. Absorption (Zusatzabsorptioa) <y Through 
onolization (transformation of a 00-group into a C01i*"group) of poiyi)eptide 
chains either by mechanica.! treatment, as for e3C3.m|^e stretching and rolling, 
or by chemical treatment.^ absorption spectra in the region of 2,500 Angstrom 
are caused to appear* In Ia^tky*s institute, such spectra wore investigated 
for silk fibsToin and colla(;on« They were also found with the tobacco virus *- 
as Krat^s^r proved with photographic diagraias previously used by Dann^inborg 

in Ms lecture by Butenandt, Scheibe ani Freksa without being recognized 
by them as additional absoiistion si^ectra* 

(d) Fx^of * Kratky a3.so gave a. scheduled lectiu'o about Structural Investigation 
of Albumen with X-Rays dea3.t particularly with the stractuivi cf silk 
fibi^oin on the basis of his; X-ray research* Aceordino to him, ho has 
succeeded in developing an experimental method to prove roentg6inographical3y 
the 0x:istencQ of lax^ge-oi ier periods (Grossperiodizitaten) in fiber stinjcture 
the order of the periods is around 300 Angstrom, He also found sub-periods 
which can definitely be asacoiated with ajiiino-acida* Bergnmnn^s law^ he 
det’aloped, alleging that the numbex** of amino^acids ii2 the albumen molecule 

is represented as a product of the form 2^*3^, actually not valid 5 
Kratky found for example IX and 20 to be the number of amino -acids rar 
periods He not only ili-ustrated his point with his investigation of silk 
fibroin but also with IjAs ? nveB’tigation of collagen* He also X'oportad on 
American research, dona irainly 1y Peruts, on the struetrire of bseno^'lobin 
molec;ul.eSo 
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(e) Br„ 0« Westphetl ai'id Prof., H« Schjiiidt of the Behx’lng. rai-rk in ^tobiirg 
gave a sm*vey on ®*Anti?::Brper^ Genose und Spejaifititsproblem®’ o 

At the end of the conventioHjs^ the members of the board of chai.r^ian t?ho were 
present decided to convene 'Sx-, Franlcfmrt November 194% at a date to b© 

^rpecified ahor'tl^;? for'Oao p^H^pose of settling the legal status of the societjo 
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